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Connersville High School 

Our Community 

Our Student Population 
enrollment 1250 

Free and Reduced Population 
29% free, 10% reduced 

Special Education Population 
15 to 20% 



"Response to Intervention” (RtI) is the process of : 

providing evidence-based instruction to all students,  

using data to identify at the earliest opportunity the educational and 

behavioral needs of students,  

using a multi-disciplinary, problem-solving team to assess needs and 

develop plans for those students in need of targeted, research-based, 

supplemental interventions,  

monitoring such a student’s response to those interventions, and 

adjusting the interventions necessary to allow the student to meet the 

identified learning target(s).  
Source:    doe.in.gov/sservices/response-to-intervention.html  



CHS School-Wide Strategies 

Nine-Reading Strategies 

Critical Writing 

Problem Solving Model 

Weekly PLC Meetings 

Dual Credit / ES Classes 

Grants – Algebra Readiness and InAccess 



Our Approach to Academic Success 

Establish Freshmen Center 

Assess incoming freshmen based on data 

Develop curriculum based on IDOE Standards 

Develop common assessments based on IDOE Core 

Standards/Indicators 

Administer formative assessments to measure 

student progress and intervene as needed 



Our Approach to Academic Success 

Common planning time for core subject teachers – 4 

x per week, 25 min 

Release time to develop curricular materials and 

assessments 

Students use their data to chart growth 

Common instructional practices 

Posting agendas, goals, goal setting activities… 



The good news at CHS… 

Success in Mathematics 

ISTEP 10th Grade GQE 

 An 8% increase from Fall 06 to Fall 07 

Algebra 1 Core 40 ECA 

 A 17.1% increase from Spring 07 to Spring 08 



Let’s put it in perspective… 

10th ISTEP GQE – CHS 8% increase 

    CHS    State  
    % Pass    % Pass 

Fall 06   55%    66% 

Fall 07   63%    67% 

Sources: doe.in.gov/asap/statesnap3.html;  doe.state.in.us/core40eca/06-07_state_results.html;   

doe.state.in.us/core40eca/07-08_state_results.html  



Let’s put it in perspective… 

Algebra 1 Core 40 ECA – CHS 17.1% increase 

   CHS 9th   State   State        State 
   % Pass   High School  JR/Middle        Overall 
     % Pass   % Pass        % Pass 

Spring 07  4.2%   18%   59%        29% 

Spring 08  21.3%   21%   69%        34% 

Sources: doe.in.gov/asap/statesnap3.html;  doe.state.in.us/core40eca/06-07_state_results.html;   

doe.state.in.us/core40eca/07-08_state_results.html  



Key Points 

Provide evidence-based instruction to all 
students 

Assess progress towards academic success  

Identify students in need of interventions and 
monitor their response 

Adjust interventions 

Use data at the earliest opportunity to identify 
the academic needs of students 



Provide Evidence-Based Instruction  

to all Students 

Curriculum Development Process- Algebra 1 

Build familiarity with Standards and Core Standards/Indicators 

Develop pacing guide 

Develop common assessments 

Write curriculum 

Core Standards for English/Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies can be found at 
http://www.doe.in.gov/standards/core.html 



Algebra 1 Pacing Guide 



Curriculum – Key Elements 

Vocabulary/Common Terminology 

Student performance outcomes 

Instructional resources correlated with standards  

Instructional/Learning activities 

Formative assessments / re-teaching opportunities 



Curriculum Algebra GP1 

Bold standards tested for mastery at end of grading period. 



Lesson Planning Rubric 
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Assess Progress Towards  

Academic Success 

Common Assessments 

Developed and administered by all teachers 

Measure progress on Core standards/indicators 

Class and student results used to determine needed 

interventions and guide future instruction 



Assess Progress Towards  

Academic Success 



Assess Progress Towards  

Academic Success 
Student 1 



Assess Progress Towards  

Academic Success 
Student 2 
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Assess Progress Towards  

Academic Success 



Identify students in need of interventions and 

monitor their response 

Analyze data to determine whole class instructional 
needs and/or group interventions 

 Standard 3  
Class Openers 

Accelerated Math Objectives 

Small group instruction during class 

Group/individual instruction during SRT (Student Resource 
Time) 

 Standard 4  
Whole class instruction with emphasis on skills from GP1 

 Reassess student progress 
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Adjust Interventions 

After school tutoring / parental contact 

Individual help before school/SRT 

Enrollment in lab class 

Referral to 9th Grade Success Coach 

Investigation of behaviors impeding academic 
success 



Key Points 

Provide evidence-based instruction to all 
students 

Assess progress towards academic success  

Identify students in need of interventions and 
monitor their response 

Adjust interventions 

Use data at the earliest opportunity to 
identify the academic needs of students 



Use data at the earliest opportunity to identify 

the academic needs of students 

Incoming 9th graders 

20% of at-risk students are identified 

Data from several sources analyzed, including 
previous ISTEP and NWEA results 

Students placed in Math Labs and LA Labs 



Language Arts Lab Procedures 

Star Reading Test 

Assess students’ instructional level according to 

NWEA and Star Reading Tests results 

Analyze group/individual strengths and 

weaknesses 

Plan group and individual instruction 

Use frequent formative assessments to check 

for academic growth – re-teach as needed 



Language Arts Lab Procedures 

An integral part of the LA Lab curriculum is Read Now 
Power Up (intervention program)  

Unit Procedures 

Whole group instruction on a specific strategy 

Discussions crafted to aid students in development 
of higher ordered thinking skills, critical reading 
skills and writing skills 

Independent activities and assessments 

Informal assessments may lead to individualized 
and/or small group re-teaching sessions 



Language Arts Lab Procedures 

How do we know if they are succeeding? 

Assessments 

End of Unit 

All students assessed individually with on-line tests and 
formal essays 

Results determine whether whole group or individualized 
re-teaching is needed on specific strategies 

If individualized help is needed, student receives one-on-
one instruction from teacher, both during class and 
outside of class 



Questions? 


